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IN THE CLAIMS 



Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method to enable user- authoring of content within an 
interactive television environment, said method comprising: 

receiving communicating television content from a first source system at [[to]] a headend 
system, the television content to be presented to a user of a receiver system; 

receiving communicating authoring data along with an authoring application from a 
second source system at the headend system , said authoring data comprising media 
information related to associated with the television content , from a second sourc e 
system to the h e ad e nd system ; 

proximat e multiplexing together said television content, said authoring data, and said 
authoring application proximate in time at said headend system into a multiplexed 
signal ; and 

communicating said proximate multiplexed signal tel e vision content, authoring data, and 
authoring application from said headend system to the receiver system such that said 
receiver system receives said television content, authoring data, and authoring 
application proximate in time , the authoring application being executable by the 
receiver system to enable the user to create new authored content, said new authored 
content including the authoring data associated with the television content as selected 
by said user. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method as set forth in claim 1, said method further 

comprising: 

receiving, at the headend syst e m, th e authoring data from a content source, and 
associating the authoring data with the television content. 



3. (Previously Presented) The method as set forth in claim 1, wherein the 
authoring data is contextual to the television content. 
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4. (Previously Presented) The method as set forth in claim 1, wherein the 
authoring application comprises a messaging application executable by the receiver system to 
enable the user to include the new authored content within a message, and to enable the user to 
communicate the message. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method as set forth in claim 2, wherein the 
television content and the authoring data are associated using content identification information 
within the authoring data identifiers . 

6. (Currently Amended) The method as set forth in claim 1, wherein the 
proximate multiplexed television content, the authoring data, and the authoring application 
comprises a broadcast. 

7. (Previously Presented) The method as set forth in claim 1, wherein the source 
system includes a multiplexer to multiplex the television content, the authoring data, and the 
authoring application. 

8. (Previously Presented) The method as set forth in claim 1, wherein said 
authoring data comprises text, images, and audio associated with said television content. 

9. (Previously Presented) The method as set forth in claim 1, including executing 
the authoring application to present a user interface for display on the receiver system, the user 
interface to receive the user identification of the portion of the authoring data to be included 
within the new authored content. 

10. (Previously Presented) The method as set forth in claim 9, wherein the user 
interface presents the authoring data in association with the television content at the receiver 
system for selection by said user. 



AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE UNDER 37 C.F.R § 1.111 Page 8 

Serial Number:10/661,160 Dkt: 2050.003US1 

Filing Date: September 12, 2003 

Title: METHOD AND SYSTEM TO GENERATE AND TRANSMIT AUTHORING DATA ASSOCIATED WITH DISTRIBUTED 
CONTENT, FOR INCLUSION WITHIN AUTHORED CONTENT 

11. (Currently Amended) The method [[o ]]as set forth in [[f ]]claim 1, including, 
at the r e ceiv e r syst e m, said method further comprising: 

executing the authoring application on the receiver system to transmit the authored 
content as part of a message to a recipient. 

12. (Currently Amended) The method as set forth in claim 11, including said 
method further comprising: 

executing the authoring application to prompt the user to provide identification 
information for the recipient. 

13. (Previously Presented) The method as set forth in claim 1, wherein the 
receiver system is an interactive television system, and the authoring application is an interactive 
television application. 

14. (Currently Amended) The method as set forth in claim 1, including, at th e 
receiver system, said method further comprising: 

executing the authoring application on the receiver system to present a virtual keyboard 
for display on the receiver system, the virtual keyboard to facilitate alphanumeric 
input by said user. 

15. (Currently Amended) The method as set forth in claim 1, including, at the 
r e ceiver system, said method further comprising: 

executing the authoring application on the receiver system to receive alphanumeric input 
from said user, and to identify the alphanumeric input for inclusion along with 
authoring data within the authored content. 

16. (Currently Amended) The method as set forth in claim 1, including, at th e 
receiver syst e m, said method further comprising: 



executing the authoring application on the receiver system to receive a recipient identifier 
to identify a recipient of a message that includes the authored content. 
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17. (Currently Amended) The method as set forth in claim 16, wherein the 
message comprises a SMS message[[,]] and the recipient identifier comprises a telephone 
number. 

18. (Currently Amended) The method as set forth in claim 16, wherein the 
message comprises an e-mail message[[,]] and the recipient identifier comprises an e-mail 
address. 

19. (Currently Amended) The method as set forth in claim 1 6, wherein the 
message comprises an instant message[[,]] and the recipient identifier comprises an instant 
message handle. 

20. (Currently Amended) The method as set forth in claim 16, including said 
method further comprising: 

executing the authoring application at the receiver system to communicate the message 
via a return path to the source system. 

21. (Currently Amended) The method as set forth in claim 20, wherein the return 
path comprises [[is]] a bi-directional communication channel. 

22. (Previously Presented) The method as set forth in claim 1, wherein the 
authoring data includes at least one of a group of information types including numeric, 
alphanumeric, picture, logo, icon, video, and audio data. 

23. (Currently Amended) A multi-media system with user authoring features , 
said system comprising: 

a first source system to distribute television content; 
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a second source system to generate authoring data and an authoring application, said 
authoring data comprising media information related to associated with said 
television content; 

a multiplexer to proximate multiplex together said television content, said authoring data, 

and said authoring application; 
a broadcast system to broadcast said proximate multiplexed television content, authoring 

data, and authoring application to a plurality of receiver systems; and 
a receiver system to receive the proximate multiplexed television content, authoring data, 

and authoring application from the broadcast system proximate in time , said 

authoring application allowing a user to create new authored content with the 

authoring data. 

24. (Currently Amended) The system as set forth in claim 23, wherein the 
television content is associated to the authoring data with content identification information 
within the authoring data identifi e rs . 

25. (Previously Presented) The system as set forth in claim 23, wherein the first 
source system is the same as the second source system. 

26. (Previously Presented) The system as set forth in claim 23, wherein the 
authoring application comprises a messaging application. 

27. (Previously Presented) The system as set forth in claim 23, wherein the 
television content is associated to the authoring data using timecodes. 



28. (Currently Amended) The system as set forth in claim 23, wherein the 
receiver system is to communicate the new authored content to a messaging system for inclusion 
within the message. 
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29. (Currently Amended) The system as set forth in claim 28, wherein the 
message is an SMS message[[,]] and the recipient identifier is a telephone number. 

30. (Currently Amended) The system as set forth in claim 28, wherein the 
message is an e-mail message[[,]] and the recipient identifier is an e-mail address. 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) The system as set forth in claim 28, wherein the 
message is an instant message[[,]] and the recipient identifier is an instant message handle. 

32. -40. (Cancelled) 

41. (Currently Amended) A machine-readable medium, said machine-readable 
medium storing a set of instructions that, when executed by a machine, cause said [[a]] machine 
to perform a method comprising: 

receiving television content from a first source system in a headend system, the television 

content to be presented to a user of a receiver system; 
receiving authoring data along with an authoring application, from a second source 
system at the headend system, said authoring data comprising media information 
related to associated with the television content , from a second source system to the 
headend syst e m ; 

proximate multiplexing together said television content, said authoring data, and said 
authoring application at said headend system; and 

communicating said proximate multiplexed television content, authoring data, and 

authoring application from said headend system to the receiver system such that said 
receiver system receives said television content, authoring data, and authoring 
application proximate in time , the authoring application being executable by the 
receiver system to enable the user to create new authored content, said new authored 
content including the authoring data associated with the television content as selected 
by said user. 
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42. (Cancelled) 



